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OUR VISION
Wrexham Connected sets a clear vision for the future 
of transport. It brings together, in one place, our 
overall direction for transport planning, creating real 
choices in how we move people and goods around and 
finding new ways of funding infrastructure. 

It tackles the key issues of access to 
employment, education, healthcare, 
shopping, and leisure. It recognises 
the strategic value and hub role of 
Wrexham and the vital relationship we 
have, not only across North Wales and 
the rest of Wales but also with Ireland, 
Merseyside, the Midlands and the 
wider northern powerhouse.

Wrexham is growing. 11,000 new 
homes and 7,500 jobs over the next 10 
years could bring over 18,000 people 
into our area. Our transport solutions 
have to be sustainable, they
have to be balanced and they have to 
be workable long term.

That’s why we started on the journey 
to create Wales’ first Sustainable 
Urban Mobility Plan back in 2014. The 
SUMP sets out the ‘big picture’ and 
makes it clear that we are talking about 
transport solutions that are made up 
of physical, technological, operational 
and behavioural measures. 

Our projects and initiatives will 
need to blend together if we are to 
accommodate long term sustainable 
economic growth, and still give people 
and businesses choices about how 
they move about.
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WORKING AT 
DIFFERENT 
LEVELS TO MAKE 
TRANSPORT 
BETTER FOR YOU 
Our SUMP works at four levels:

•	 We care about influencing decisions about strategic road, rail and other 
infrastructure investment. This is about making our connections across North 
Wales, the North West and the Midlands/Welsh Borders easier and more 
efficient.

•	 We care about how people move  around  the County Borough, and especially 
to Wrexham Industrial Estate.

•	 We care about connections in and around the town centre, and on busy 
corridors in and out of Wrexham

•	 We care about how we operate as a public service provider, and are using 
SUMP principles to help us manage and improve the way we use transport as 
an organisation.

THINKING 
STRATEGICALLY. 
DELIVERING 
LOCALLY 
Our sustainable mobility plan works alongside the approved North Wales Joint 
Local Transport Plan and will also help to shape the detail in our emerging Local 
Development Plan – particularly around thinking through sustainable transport 
options first when new development is proposed.
 

Our SUMP reflects, at a local level, the key challenges facing North 
Wales, including: 

•	 The ability of the strategic road and rail corridors to provide  good connectivity, 
for people and freight, within North Wales, to the ports and to the rest of the UK 
to support the economy, jobs and tourism.

•	 The resilience of road and rail networks in the face of planned and unplanned 
events - including extreme weather. 

•	 The need for good access to and between the three Enterprise Zones across 
North Wales and with the Wrexham Industrial Estate. 

•	 The lack of viable and affordable alternatives to the car to access key 
employment sites and other services. 

•	 The need for good road links to and from the trunk road network into the rural 
areas. This will help to help retain the viability of local businesses and support 
the Welsh language and culture. 

Wrexham Connected doesn’t just look at the balance of initiatives and proposals 
that impact on Wrexham and its immediate environment, but also tackles the 
need for high-level collaboration and working together – so that Wrexham is 
centrally positioned in strategic discussions about the future of transport in the 
region. 
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SETTING OUR 
OBJECTIVES
Our SUMP objectives have to harmonise with the key objectives that have already 
been democratically developed for other policy documents like the LTP and LDP. 
Wrexham Connected is built on a platform of objectives continued within the 
North Wales Joint Local Transport Plan, but focused on the ‘better places’ thrust 
that the SUMP tool is designed to deliver. 

Transport investment is just one - but very important contributor - in meeting our 
‘better place’ objectives.

IT’S ALL ABOUT 
MAKING BETTER 
PLACES
Wrexham Connected is all about a way of thinking. It’s about making sure the end 
goal we are focused on is making Wrexham, and the County Borough, a better 
place to work, live, play, and do business. Keeping that vision and way of thinking 
at the forefront of our minds will make sure that the Local Transport Plan, the new 
Local Development Plan, and all other policies and studies all point to that end 
goal. 

For our SUMP to be successful it has to impact positively on people’s lifestyles 
and life-choices,  giving them access to the things they need to contribute to the 
life of our County Borough.
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WREXHAM 
CONNECTED: 
OBJECTIVES
Our five SUMP objectives will maximise how we embed the sustainable 
development  principle to contribute to the national well-being goals contained 
within the Future Generations Act.

Objective 1: Safer Places
Wrexham Connected will work with partners to create places and 
environments where people from all walks of life can live, work and play safely 
together - both on and off the transport network and at the final destination. 

Wrexham Council recognises the importance of long term partnership working 
to create safer places. This will mean working with strategic partners such as 
the new prison operator, as well as also working with community policing and 
volunteer agencies, and will make the transport network easier and safer to use. 
We recognise that access to the prison will rely on public transport linkages, 
including the railway stations and the main bus interchange. At a local level 
we fully recognise the key role of Neighbourhood Watch and other community 
groups in making Wrexham a safer place for residents, workers and visitors.

How does this link to the Future Generations Act?

This objective will help create a more equal Wales, a more cohesive Wales and a 
more globally responsible Wales.

Objective 2: Sustainable Places
Wrexham Connected will embrace a ‘sustainable’, transport-first approach to 
new development through the planning process. It will facilitate and manage 
the County Borough’s growth agenda in the most sustainable and efficient way 
possible, strengthening its economy and improving access to jobs, education, 
services and tourism. 

Creating sustainable places is not just about the transport aspects. This is about 
facilitating growth and emphasising economic regeneration and job creation that 
is sustainable long-term. Investment in transport can really help achieve wider 
economic objectives, ranging from attracting a major new employer into the town, 

through to smaller businesses developing and growing in Wrexham.

How does this link to the Future Generations Act?

This objective supports all seven wellbeing goals - particularly the goals that aim 
to achieve a more prosperous Wales and a more cohesive Wales. 

Objective 3: Healthy Places
Wrexham Connected will reduce the impacts of air and noise pollution, 
greenhouse gas emissions and energy consumption. It will contribute to 
raising health standards through the promotion of active travel, particularly 
along the ‘last mile’. By connecting communities we will make it easier for 
people to access open spaces and the countryside. 

Achieving healthy places requires a two-pronged approach. In order to make our 
urban environment more attractive and to reduce carbon levels, reductions in 
car-use and promotion of walking and cycling will help to make our town more 
sustainable. This also requires people to carefully consider how they travel for 
the ‘last mile’ of their journey, especially where they can build active travel into 
their daily lifestyle pattern. Health and well-being is also about being able to 
access your workplace by walking or cycling and to be able to access local parks, 
amenity space and the open countryside to maintain a healthy lifestyle. 

How does this link to the Future Generations Act?

This objective supports the resilient Wales and healthier Wales goals. 

Objective 4: Affordable Places
Wrexham Connected will stimulate inward investment and regeneration that 
leads to job-creation across a wide skill-base, using the planning process to 
ensure that affordable housing and employment needs are met. 

This objective is particularly important given the emphasis of the emerging Local 
Development Plan and the Joint North Wales Local transport plan. In order to 
support Wrexham’s sub-regional role and its ‘gateway’ function within the north 
Wales tourism market, provision of a balanced transport strategy is essential to 
accommodate this growth. For significant new jobs and housing growth, there 
needs to be a step-change in the way the existing population moves around. The 
SUMP toolbox will help to unlock potential inward investment to build flourishing 
places.

How does this link to the Future Generations Act?

This objective supports a prosperous Wales, a resilient Wales, a more equal Wales 
and a Wales of vibrant culture. 
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MEETING OUR 
OBJECTIVES
In order for Wrexham Connected to be successful, there will be a lot of work 
carried out behind the scenes to make sure every initiative is as good as it can be 
in making Wrexham a better place. The ultimate test is how people adjust their 
behaviour in response to the trans port initiative when it is implemented. 

As the local authority we will tackle:

•	 Process – ensuring that the SUMP objectives and thinking is embedded in the 
way we look at transport – and wider- studies.

•	 Policy – making sure all our policies are harmonised with SUMP objectives.

•	 Service delivery – making sure all our initiatives (whether physical, operational 
or behavioural) are planned and timed in a way that brings the most benefit.

We can meet the transport challenges of the next 20 years if we ‘think 
sustainable’ using Wrexham Connected as a key and significant step on this 
journey. If you are a key stakeholder, a local business, a transport operator, a local 
charity, a residents, a visitor or someone that simply calls Wrexham ‘home’, we 
warmly encourage you to take this journey with us.

Objective 5: Well Connected Places  
Wrexham Connected will enhance connectivity to, from and within Wrexham. 
Transport solutions will improve the attractiveness and quality of the 
environment both on key transport corridors and in the town centre. 

In order to enhance Wrexham’s connectivity the SUMP will operate at sub-
regional, urban area and town centre levels to make sure that strategic trips 
alongside short journeys to shops or school are considered as part of the 
strategy.

How does this link to the Future Generations Act?

This objective supports a cohesive Wales and a more resilient Wales.
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WHY DO WE NEED 
A SUSTAINABLE 
MOBILITY PLAN?
The role of transport in shaping the 
future development of Wrexham as a 
strategic centre is crucial.

The development and maintenance 
of sustainable transport networks, 
where walking, cycling and public 
transport are considered in addition to 
car access, will be key to sustainable 
development in Wrexham and its 
surrounding area in the future.  So 
we are adopting the European SUMP 
(Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan) 
approach as our benchmark standard 
across all our planning, transport and 
economic development activities.
 
The goal is for Wrexham to be a place 
where people want to live, work and 
visit, and by doing so, we will position 
Wrexham firmly as the capital of North 
Wales and the heart of the region and 
the surrounding area.  And to achieve 
this, the SUMP thinking cuts right 
across the way we plan and deliver 
services.

The sustainable urban mobility plan is 
a glue document that brings together 
all the strands of local government, 
health, public, private and community 
sector activity affecting transport and 
makes sure that we are all focused in 
the same direction in the way we plan, 

deliver and measure success. 

Our Wrexham Connected plan will 
facilitate access to services, education 
and employment and will encourage 
economic development.   

It will help reduce the council’s carbon 
footprint and reduce emissions, leading 
to an improvement in the health of 
local residents, aligning ourselves with 
the Active Travel Act and the Wellbeing 
of Future Generations Act.

PREPARING
WELL

RATIONAL &
TRANSPARENT
GOAL SETTING

IMPLEMENTING
THE PLAN

ELABORATING
THE PLAN

SUSTAINABLE
URBAN MOBILITY

PLANNING

We wanted to take small, simple steps 
to introduce the ‘SUMP’ approach, 
as this is fundamentally based on the 
needs of people rather than just the 
provision of a list of transport projects. 

In 2015 we introduced our Staff and 
Member Travel Plan, which was the first 
step in this SUMP thinking  – designed 
to encourage sustainable multi modal 
travel in the workplace. This has led to 
a reduction in car use and an increased 
awareness of more sustainable forms 
of travel among council staff. 

We will build on the actions and the 
successes of the Staff Travel Plan 
through the development and the 
adoption of our Wrexham Connected 
plan. This aims to promote economic 
development and regeneration 
through developing sustainable travel 
options.  

The Wrexham Connected plan is 
a Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan 
(SUMP), which promotes sustainable 
mobility in a given urban area.  

The European Union (EU) encourages 
cities to have a SUMP as this helps to 
embed sustainable urban development 
throughout Europe.  Having an 
active SUMP enables Wrexham to 
participate in networks which favour 
mutual learning, as well as enabling 
Wrexham to access European funding 
for projects to improve our economy, 
our transport services and our 
infrastructure. 

All these objectives are closely aligned 
with those of our own Council Plan, 

joint local transport plan, and our 
local development plan. Above all, 
we want to mainstream the urban 
mobility planning approach within the 
whole way we do business with our 
customers.  

This means that the mobility plan is not 
just the responsibility of the transport 
team, but is a way of thinking that 
makes sure transport is always used 
to support people and their needs – 
right across the fields of economic 
development, planning, housing, social 
services and so on. We will achieve 
these objectives through a series of 
measures that will be outlined in the 
following sections. 

It’s about living out the SUMP 
principles through the way we 
deliver our services to the people of 
Wrexham, right through to our strategic 
positioning as a growth centre that is 
well connected to other areas. 
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•	 To improve the economy of 
Wrexham and its immediate 
surrounding area by improving 
the connectivity that facilitates the 
movement of people and goods.

•	 To regenerate the town centre 
while respecting the natural and 
built environment to develop in a 
sustainable manner.

•	 To help future-proof Wrexham in 
terms of new development within 
the town centre, and also facilitate 
job creation and service provision 
growth through the development of 
the new prison facility and continued 
expansion/redevelopment at 
Wrexham Industrial Estate. 

•	 To increase travel choices so that 
residents, commuters and visitors 
will have sustainable travel options in 
and around Wrexham.

•	 To use the planning system to make 
sure sustainable travel choices are 
provided alongside the options to 
use motorised transport.

•	 To reduce CO2 and all other types of 
harmful emissions.

•	 To improve the health and safety of 
Wrexham residents and visitors.

•	 To improve social inclusion of 
Wrexham residents.

•	 To help us trigger access to new 
funding sources, particularly linked 
to economic regeneration, equality 
and innovation.

WREXHAM 
CONNECTED: OUR 
PLAN TO PROVIDE 
TRAVEL CHOICES 
FOR ALL 

EQUALITY AND 
ACCESS FOR ALL
Access for All is a key component of any urban mobility plan  at both macro and 
micro levels, and especially in the way the policies and practices affect the daily 
lifestyles and travel choices of people in Wrexham.

Whether it is how a child chooses to get to school, how an elderly person decides 
to access a healthcare facility, how someone decides to commute to work in the 
town, or how a visitor chooses to get into the town centre from Wrexham General 
station, the mobility plan will have failed if the experience of these everyday trips 
is not a good one. 

The real test of the SUMP is that people can notice a positive change in their 
environment. We have already started work on specific projects, like looking at 
the stations in Wrexham.

We have carefully considered the ‘protected characteristics’ groups covered by 
the Equality Act 2010, and in all cases have been able to look at ways to make 
things better for everyone. 

Our equalities assessment has looked at how the Wrexham Connected approach 
will ‘positively advance equality’ – in other words seize opportunities to help 
people from all walks of life have better access to the services they need through 
giving more transport choice.

We will use our proactive approach to equalities to guide every future project that 
emerges through the SUMP.

The EQIA is available from: sustainability@wrexham.gov.uk

You can also view it on the Urban Mobility Plan pages on the Council website: 
www.wrexham.gov.uk

Our goals are simple:
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PUTTING THE 
MOBILITY PLAN
IN CONTEXT
The Wrexham Urban Area (covering 
most of the County Borough) has been 
in transition for the last 35 years.  For 
most of the last century and before, 
the economic success of the area 
was based on mining, heavy industry, 
brewing and other manufacturing.   

As in the case of other industrial 
communities in Wales and around the 
western world the traditional industries 
in the area have declined. While 
manufacturing and food production 
remain important in Wrexham 
(more so than in many other similar 
communities) the rise of the service 
sector and the knowledge economy 
has transformed Wrexham, its economy 
and its infrastructure.
 
Related to the changes in the 
economy, changes to shopping 
patterns and leisure activities have 
followed suit.  The rise of edge-of-town 
shopping (often on redundant industrial 
sites) and more recently the increase 
in internet shopping has changed the 
role, and to some extent, reduced the 
vitality of the traditional town centre. 

The changes to the town centre are 
being reflected in the Town Centre 
Masterplan, which seeks to strengthen 
the role of the town centre as a major 
destination, but also increasingly as a 
place where people live and visit, to 
complement its traditional business 
and shopping role. 

In addition, the town centre visitor 
strategy (Destination Wrexham) seeks 
to increase the number of visitors to 
Wrexham and to the town centre in 
particular. 

The changes will provide a unique 
opportunity to revitalise the town 
centre, and to refocus its role as a 
unique destination where people want 
to work, shop, eat and be entertained. 

KEY THEMES OF 
THE WREXHAM 
CONNECTED PLAN
The Wrexham Connected plan integrates with existing development and transport 
plans while ensuring that sustainable travel is embedded in Wrexham Council’s 
policies and plans going forward.

The main themes of the mobility plan include:

•	 Planning and policies – land-use and sustainable development.

•	 Active Travel – policies and infrastructure that support walking and cycling.

•	 Public transport – improvements to bus and rail service accessibility and 
frequency to and within the area.

•	 Travel choices, awareness and behavioural change – based on marketing, 
information and personal travel planning. 
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This Act reinforces the important role of 
the SUMP to alleviate poverty, provide 
access to jobs and opportunities, 
support access to education, health 
and other core services, and to support 
‘access for all’ across equality groups. 

Getting the transport picture right in 
Wrexham is vital, particularly in terms 
of those reliant on public transport, 
walking and cycling, and to ensure that 
key employers recognise and make the 
most of Wrexham’s accessibility.

Getting young people interested in 
sustainable travel from an early age is 
an important tool in safeguarding future 
travel patterns, ensuring that education 
programmes embrace travel choice 
alongside healthy lifestyles.

We will embed sustainable 
development principles across all future 
projects and proposals. 

WELLBEING 
OF FUTURE 
GENERATIONS ACT

BUILDING UP
OUR MOBILITY 
PLAN 
This section identifies and reviews the key documents that have been used to 
inform and shape this mobility plan, ranging from local and regional studies right 
through to Welsh legislation.

REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT PLAN
The North Wales Joint Transport Plan, which has been prepared by Wrexham 
and the other five North Wales local authorities, contains initiatives related 
to improvements to public transport and active travel (walking and cycling) 
infrastructure.  The measures in this plan are identical to the SUMP measures and 
show our commitment to sustainable travel is a core part of development in North 
Wales.
 
As the SUMP is developed further and quick wins implemented, it is critical 
that these measures work well to advance the overall economic wellbeing 
and connectivity of the North Wales region, and its strategic relationship to the 
northern powerhouse, West Midlands and South Wales economic areas. 

The SUMP also recognises the proven need for infrastructure, technological, 
operational and behavioural measures to be planned and delivered in an 
integrated way. Smarter travel solutions can be used effectively whilst waiting for 
key infrastructure to be built.

ACTIVE TRAVEL 
(WALES) ACT 
The Active Travel (Wales) Act introduced a number of statutory obligations on 
local authorities, which include producing a map of existing travel (walking and 
cycling) routes.  Wrexham Council has been working with Sustrans to produce a 
map for the county borough, and will be committed to improving the active travel 
infrastructure in the future.  

While these improvements can be considered in isolation as requirements to 
meet government legislation, incorporating active travel improvements in our 
transport planning approach will make Wrexham a proactive authority that is 
linking sustainable travel to economic development.
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WREXHAM LOCAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN
Building on the existing Unitary Development Plan, the new local plan fully 
recognises the vital role of transport to connect people to places and also to each 
other. 
 
The spatial framework provides an important backbone to the SUMP, and makes 
sure that developers work with the Council to ensure that sustainable transport 
options and solutions are built into new development. Right from the outset we 
must use the planning process to maximum effect to reduce traffic impacts and to 
proactively seek sustainable transport options.

Objective 9: 
Reduce the need to travel by car by locating new development in the most 
sustainable locations, within accessible distances by foot, bicycle, bus and rail to 
jobs, schools, community, leisure and health facilities, homes and shops, as well 
as seeking to alleviate known highway infrastructure capacity constraints on the 
road network within the County Borough. 

Objective 10: 
Maximise our resistance to, and prepare for the consequences of climate change 
by reducing carbon emissions and the demand for energy, promoting the use of 
renewable resources, avoiding developing in areas of known flood risk and using 
a green infrastructure based approach to the planning and design of all new 
development;

When the options for development were considered the availability of public 
transport for areas of new housing was prioritised. 

This included options for development within the Wrexham town area and also 
in the major surrounding villages that already are well served by existing public 
transport links. More so than in the past, there is a greater emphasis in the draft 
LDP documents on ensuring that development is sustainable.
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WREXHAM 
COUNCIL PLAN 
The Council plan is the overarching plan that helps the Council to focus its 
resources and drive improvement.  It sets out where the Council will place its 
energies and its increasingly limited resources.

‘Sustainability – a long term approach to resolving and preventing issues’ is one 
of the four guiding approaches that the plan sets out as part of its framework.  
Transport and mobility are the key focus of the ‘Place: Well-connected 
communities’ objective and Wrexham Connected will underpin all of the plan’s 
objectives, especially those under the strategic theme of ‘Economy’.

The PL3 and PL4 ‘Place’ outcomes are directly linked to the Wrexham Connected 
objectives and having the mobility plan in place will help to achieve these 
outcomes. 

The current Council Plan is a five year plan which ends in 2017, when a new plan 
will be put in place.  The Council Plan is vital because it prioritises and shapes the 
way the public and business benefit from Council services. SUMP thinking here is 
absolutely critical.

OTHER STUDIES
In addition to this core set of legislation, policy and strategy, other key studies 
have provided useful, including:

Key background documents are also available to view on our website.

•	 A483 study
•	 Wrexham area road capacity study
•	 Land employment studies
•	 Housing needs studies
•	 North Wales Prison development 
•	 Rossett Park and Ride study  

•	 Wrexham General transport 
interchange study 

•	 Customer and visitor surveys
•	 Wrexham staff travel surveys
•	 Strategic equality plan

WREXHAM 
TOWN CENTRE 
MASTERPLAN
The Masterplan has many transport and travel references and 
contains some key objectives that match well with the SUMP:

Objective 3: 
Improve town centre accessibility, both into the town and circulation within the 
town. The town centre needs to be accessible to all visitors and residents by a 
range of transport options that support sustainable development. The town centre 
should be accessible by walking and cycling by residents living adjacent to the 
centre. 

Once within the town people should be able to move around safely and 
pleasantly by using the most sustainable modes of transport, with walking, cycling 
and public transport taking priority. Navigation around the town should be legible 
through good design of buildings and of the public realm and through signage. 

The key document for the remainder of the County Borough, notably the 
Wrexham town area and its immediate surroundings, is the Local Development 
Plan (LDP). The current LDP is still being developed, but the consultation 
document included the following objectives for the county borough.

Objective 6: 
Promote and encourage a healthy, active and safe lifestyle that improves 
wellbeing through increasing accessibility to services and facilities by locating 
development in sustainable locations, protecting our green spaces for people and 
wildlife and designing safe, secure and walkable communities. 
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THE EVIDENCE 
BASE – IN 
SUMMARY
The available data is often fragmented regarding public transport use. 
Nevertheless, it provides a snapshot of the current situation, and the challenges 
ahead in creating more sustainable travel in the Wrexham area.

POPULATION
The County Borough has a population of 134,844 (2011 Census), with Wrexham 
Town having a population of 43,084. The table below shows the population 
spread across the main urban areas.

Table 1: Population of Urban Areas in Wrexham CBC

Area Population % of WCBC Total

Wrexham town area 43,084 32%

Urban Villages (North West) 33,807 25%

Cefn Mawr, Ruabon, Rhos 24,140 18%

Gresford and Rossett 6,280 5%

Rhostyllen and Bersham 2,383 2%

Continuous Wrexham Urban area total 109,694 81%

LOCATION FOCUS 
OF THE SUMP
The Wrexham Connected plan focuses on three areas: 

The immediate short to medium term focus is on the town centre. This will 
incorporate measures which complement the new Town Centre Masterplan and 
unlock key sites for urban regeneration.  The measures will integrate the main 
themes of the mobility plan, with a key focus on logistics, service and delivery 
and how they can contribute to increased economic viability for the town centre. 
These must also meet the sustainable objectives set out in this plan.

The second area looks mainly at locations beyond the town centre and aims to 
improve access to the wider Wrexham catchment, including the key employment 
attractor of Wrexham Industrial Estate as well as communities such as the Urban 
Villages, Gresford, Rossett, Chirk and Ruabon. 

This is our corridor strategy and also deals with the important issue of 
connections to and from Wrexham Industrial Estate. 

The third area of focus is the strategic subregional context of Wrexham, looking at 
the main arteries and connections to move an expanding population in and out of 
Wrexham. 

Measures will be introduced to encourage sustainable multi -modal travel and 
improve the quality of life and environment for Wrexham residents, commuters 
and visitors. These will also look to those strategic trips which need to be made to 
reinforce Wrexham’s economic growth.
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TRAVEL TO WORK 
Although travel to work is a basic measure, it provides a good indication of what 
takes place for commuting purposes.  The chart opposite shows the travel to 
work split for residents of the Wrexham CBC area, which was taken from Census 
data from 2011.
  
The public transport modal share for travel to work among residents in the 
county borough is just over 6%.  The bus share (5.4%) is the fourth highest travel 
to work share among all Welsh local authorities, being bettered only by Cardiff, 
Newport and Merthyr Tydfil – Wrexham has a higher bus travel to work share than 
Swansea.  The rail share is relatively low at 0.9% for the county borough, but this 
reflects the use of rail mainly for out of area travel as opposed to within the local 
area. 

The walk share of the travel to work is fairly good at just under 9%, and much 
of this reflects the layout of the town and also the accessibility of some of the 
outlying centres.  The cycle to work share for the county borough is relatively low, 
at 1.3%.  Active travel modes (walk and cycle) taken together are just over 10% in 
Wrexham CBC, while all sustainable modes (public transport and active travel, 
which do not include car passengers) are just over 16%. 

Car travel dominates for travel to work journeys, with 69% of commuting travel 
being car drivers, with a further 9% being car passengers.   Taxi travel to work is 
0.7%, motorcycle is 0.6%, while ‘other’ is 0.5%.  4% of persons work mainly from 
home. 

WREXHAM TOWN 
AREA
MODAL SHARE - TRAVEL TO WORK

CAR DRIVER

CAR PASSENGER

OTHER MODES

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

WORK FROM HOME

WALK

CYCLE

WREXHAM COUNTY 
BOROUGH RESIDENTS

In order to determine if there were any 
differences between the wider county 
borough and the Wrexham town area 
(defined by the 2011 Wards in the 
census data) we carried out a separate 
analysis for those living in the town 
area. 

In comparison with the entire county 
borough, the Wrexham town area has a 
slightly lower bus travel to work share 
(5.0%) but a slightly higher rail share 
(1.1%) to produce a broadly similar share 
of public transport travel to work.  The 
lower bus share is likely due to shorter 
distances in the Wrexham town area 
(generally less than three miles), where 
walking is often a more realistic option 
than bus travel. 

The share of walking to work in the 
Wrexham town area is 14.8%, which 
is three times the bus travel to work 
share. This reflects the layout of 
Wrexham, whereby the town centre is 
within walking distance of a significant 
number of residential areas.  The 
overall share of sustainable travel to 
work (not including car passengers) is 
almost 22%.  

Despite having a lower percentage of 
car drivers in comparison to the wider 
county area, Wrexham town remains 
relatively car centric with 60% using 
this mode of travel to work.

CAR DRIVER CAR PASSENGER OTHER MODES PUBLIC TRANSPORT

WORK FROM HOMEWALK CYCLE

WREXHAM TOWN AREA 
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COMMUTING 
BETWEEN 
WREXHAM AND 
OTHER AREAS
Commuting to and from Wrexham 
from other local authority areas, both 
in North East Wales and from nearby 
areas of England is significant.  

Of residents in Wrexham who were 
employed in 2011, 16,739 persons, 
or 26.3% of them commuted to work 
outside of the county borough.   In 
comparison more than 14,000 persons 
commuted to Wrexham from outside of 
the county borough.
 
The overwhelming majority of 
commuting to and from areas outside 
the Wrexham county borough is done 
by car, with a car driver share of 83% 
from Wrexham and 84% into Wrexham.  
The shares (from Wrexham) by bus 
and rail respectively are 3.5% and 2%.  

This points to difficulties in reducing 
car shares due to longer distance (in 
most cases) commuting, and the need 
to improve rail services and longer 
distance bus services to make them 
more attractive to car drivers. 

There is huge potential for car sharing 
for this group of commuters, and 
actions to reduce solo car travel 
could include personalised travel 
planning and increased awareness of 
alternatives.

Excluding those travelling outside of 
the county for work, the share of car 
drivers drops and those for bus use 
and walking increases significantly to 
levels similar to that in Wrexham town.

WREXHAM 
INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE
Wrexham Industrial Estate is the largest concentration of employment in the area 
after Wrexham town centre.  

According to the 2011 Census there were approximately 8,200 persons working 
at companies on the industrial estate (as opposed to more than 10,000 employed 
in the town centre) but over 80% of these travel to work as car drivers.  

This trend is facilitated by the road system, notably the A5156 as well as the Link 
Road, which significantly improved vehicle access to the industrial estate from the 
main A483 and made travelling from further afield significantly easier.  

By contrast the bus services serving the industrial estate are oriented to Wrexham 
town centre and residential areas to the east of the town and operate at lower 
frequencies (30 to 60 minutes); these are not competitive for travel from other 
areas due to the travel time and interchange penalty.  

Additionally to the layout of the industrial estate, the relative lack of facilities 
(places to eat, shops) and the location of these facilities is an additional obstacle 
to travel by sustainable means.  There are dedicated cycle routes to the industrial 
estate, and there is (as is the case elsewhere in Wrexham) anecdotal evidence 
that cycling to the estate has increased, but this is still only a small percentage of 
total travel.
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Since 2011 there has been an increase in activity on Wrexham Industrial Estate, 
and there are further developments planned and under construction for the area, 
notably the new prison.  

New developments will lead to an increased demand for public transport and 
access arrangements to the estate, and so improvements to the network should 
be commensurate to the size and scale of the development.  Planned changes, at 
present, will not make a significant difference to modal choice in the short term; 
however this provides an opportunity for further schemes to be implemented to 
promote sustainable transport. 

The commercial operation of most bus services combined with current financial 
and legislative barriers which constrain public sector initiatives to improve bus 
services generally, means that without a new approach the current situation is 
likely to be perpetuated. 

In order to address the issues relating to Wrexham Industrial Estate we 
will formulate a travel plan specifically for the estate that will aim to reduce 
congestion, improve the safety of vulnerable road users and increase bus travel 
and cycling to the area. This will be a subset of the main SUMP. This will be 
prepared in consultation with the major employers on the estate and will aim to 
increase the share of persons travelling to work by sustainable means and reduce 
traffic in the area, particularly at peak times. 

TRAVEL SHARE 
BY WORKPLACE 
REGIONS IN 
WREXHAM 
An alternative measure of travel to 
work is by workplace regions, which 
are alternative geographic units that 
have been established by the Office 
of National Statistics.  The maps that 
follow show the travel share by mode 
for persons working in the Wrexham 
county borough, with the town area 
and the other urban areas highlighted.  
Unlike the earlier travel shares, these 
represent the travel of all persons 
working in Wrexham, irrespective of 
where they live. 

The lowest share of car travel is in the 
Wrexham town area generally, but 
some of the outlying areas also show 
below average car use to work.  Only 
areas with less than 50% car driver 
share to work are in the town centre, 
but there are also three town centre 
areas that show much higher car share.  

The highest use of buses to travel to 
work is in the town centre, but bus 
use is not evenly spread in the centre, 
with some areas (such as the areas 
generally covered by office locations) 
having a lower share than other town 
centre workplace regions.

Outside of the town centre and 
town area, the only areas having a 
significant travel to work share by bus 

are in Gwersyllt/Summerhill and Plas 
Madoc.  Among the major employment 
areas, the lowest bus share is generally 
for travel to Wrexham Industrial 
Estate, with only the workplace region 
including Redwither Tower having a 
share above the lowest level.

Wrexham Industrial Estate stands out 
as an area of particularly high car use, 
with only one area having less than a 
78% car driver share of travel to work. 

Walking to work is a popular way to 
get to work for those working in most 
of the town centre, and walking is also 
strong in the Caia Park area and in 
the southern part of Wrexham.  There 
are also significant areas of high walk 
to work share in some of the outlying 
urbanised regions, showing scope for 
increased sustainable travel locally 
within these areas. 

Overall more sustainable means of 
travel, notably walking and bus use, are 
strongest for those travelling to work 
in the town centre and some of the 
immediate surrounding areas. Though 
this is different for bus use (stronger in 
the west towards Maelor Hospital) as 
opposed to areas to the east and south 
of the town centre, where walking is 
significant.  
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CARS/ROAD 
TRANSPORT
Car use dominates travel to work and 
travel generally in the Wrexham County 
Borough area, and is key for other uses 
such as leisure and shopping.  In many 
ways car use is easy in the area, traffic 
congestion is generally low with some 
notable exceptions – mainly at peak 
times and for travel outside of the area, 
the road network is generally good and 
cross town journeys can be made in 
less time than using buses.

Parking is also widely available, with 
large areas of free parking and town 
centre charges generally fairly low.  
Workplace parking is often free, though 
some public sector employers make a 
small charge for permits (for example, 
Glyndŵr University). 

Given the lack of disincentives to use 
cars (with the exception of parking 
costs in the town centre) it is not 
surprising that car use is dominant, with 
the exception of shopping journeys 
to the town centre, where buses (and 
walking) are competitive. 

Traffic counts reduced by 3.4% 
between 2006 and 2011, after 
increasing between 2001 and 2006. 
However, traffic once again has 
increased since 2013. While some of 
the recent reduction was certainly due 
to the effects of the recent recession, 
there is some evidence of modal 
shift and attitude change, notably the 
trend among young persons to delay 
learning to drive or buy a car (a trend

seen more in larger cities but also 
evident in Wrexham).   

The challenge will be to maintain the 
trend of reduced car use in the face 
of economic recovery. Future growth 
will need growth in sustainable travel 
modes balanced with investment in 
the strategic highway/rail network 
to deliver the vision in our Local 
Development Plan. 

This Wrexham urban mobility plan 
incorporates measures to address 

this so that growth in travel through 
increased population and economic 
activity is mainly through sustainable 
travel modes.  

This will reduce the pressure for 
road building and the action plan will 
include improvements in the highway 
infrastructure to improve safety and 
reduce journey times for all users. This 
will help to support the traffic network 
at key hotspots such as the Western 
Gateway and the Wrexham Maelor 
hospital.

78% - 90%

75% - 78%

70% - 75%

50% - 70%

LESS THAN 50%

�

WREXHAM
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BUS SERVICES
Bus services in the Wrexham area offer 
a relatively good service, in terms of 
frequency, areas covered and span of 
service.  

The fares are relatively low by 
comparison with fares elsewhere in 
Wales and in most of the remainder of 
the UK, particularly for day and period 
tickets.  Wrexham has the highest 
number of bus passengers of any local 
authority area in North Wales, and we 
have consistently recorded passenger 
increases between 2003 and 2011. 

Wrexham is perceived as a good 
bus market by operators and this 
perception, backed by reality on the 
ground is why Arriva chose Wrexham 
as one of the first areas in the UK to 
operate their ‘Sapphire’ premium bus 
service. 

There are still some issues that make 
bus travel less attractive than it could 
be.  As Wrexham is a competitive 
market with three major operators 
there are issues of service coordination 
on commonly served corridors. 

The most notable result of this is that 
tickets from one operator are generally 
not valid on another operator’s 
services at the moment.

In spite of the relatively low bus share 
for travel to work, the majority of bus 
use is for other purposes, notably 
shopping and access to education.  
For travel to access shopping in 
Wrexham town centre in particular, the 
bus market share is much higher than 
the travel to work figures.

8.4% - 21.1%

5.5% - 8.4%

4.2% - 5.5%

2.7% - 4.2%

LESS THAN 2.7%

�

WREXHAM
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RAIL SERVICES
If bus services can be considered a 
success, rail services in Wrexham are 
also successful – in spite of services 
not being significantly improved in 
terms of frequency for over ten years.  
Rail passengers increased by over 60% 
at the main Wrexham General station 
over a ten year period, while they more 
than doubled at the outlying Ruabon 
and Chirk stations. 

Direct services operate regularly from 
Wrexham General to destinations such 
as Chester, Holyhead, Shrewsbury, 
Cardiff and Birmingham.  There is also 
one direct train (Mondays to Fridays) 

We have a clear vision for the future 
of rail in Wrexham, and are working 
towards improving all rail stations to 
make sure they are fully accessible to 
all existing and future users

We will seek investment to increase 
capacity of the line between Wrexham 
and Chester to provide half hourly rail 
services to support increasing demand. 

We would like to see future train 
operators provide more frequent, 
reliable and modern rail services 
to Chester, Shrewsbury as well as 
to Liverpool (via Bidston) and in 
addition we would like to see better 
connections with key destinations 
including Manchester, Birmingham, 
Cardiff and London, providing 
smoother access to airports in 
Liverpool and Manchester.

RHYL

WREXHAM

CHESTER

CREWE

SHREWSBURY

LIVERPOOL MANCHESTER

CONWY
BANGOR

ANGLESEY

MACHYNLLETH

BLAENAU FFESTINIOG

WELSHPOOL

Railways
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CYCLING
Cycling infrastructure in Wrexham 
was significantly improved in the early 
2000s but since then the investment 
has slowed. The Active Travel Act will 
ensure that the existing routes are 
improved to current standards and that 
the missing sections are developed to 
create a useful network that connects 
all key destinations. 

Partnership working will be vital 
to achieve this so that future 
opportunities are taken wherever 
possible, and this will mean working 
with interested groups in order to 
deliver additional improvements. 

Cycling to work fell between 2001 
and 2011, according to census figures. 
Although anecdotal evidence suggest 
that there is increased cycling in more 

recent years, it is unknown how much 
of this would be for work or other trips 
that could be taken by other means, as 
opposed to recreational cycling.

Monitoring of walking & cycling levels 
is required as part of the Active Travel 
Act and so further usage counts will 
be required and this will help to build 
a better picture of the cycle usage and 
key routes within the area.

Walking and cycling access and 
infrastructure will be considered in 
all developments across the county 
and is seen as a key transport mode 
alongside road and rail. Key areas of 
development will be around schools 
and educational sites, employment 
zones and connections with transport 
interchanges.

There is also the potential to connect 
cycling routes from the town centre to 
the outlying settlements, to areas of 
outstanding landscape value, tourism 
destinations and recreational areas as 
opportunities arise.

Continual promotion of walking and 
cycling is key to changing travel 
behaviour across Wrexham. A 
partnership approach will add value 
to all the local programmes that are 
underway in the area to improve health 
and wellbeing . 
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WALKING
Walking is a popular way to access 
employment, education, shopping and 
services.  Walking is popular for short 
distance journeys, though some longer 
journeys (up to three miles) are also 
made on foot, and often linking with 
bus and rail journeys.

There are some barriers, which 
include the ring road surrounding the 
town centre as well as less attractive 
facilities in some areas.  

The layout of the Wrexham town 
area encourages walking and many 
residential neighbourhoods are located 
in close proximity to the town centre. 

By comparison with many other 
similar urban areas, the infrastructure 
for walking is relatively good and 
it would only need some selected 
improvements related to signage, 
routes, lighting and infrastructure 
improvement, as well as regular 
maintenance, for walking to be 
encouraged further.

15% - 30%

11% - 15%

9% - 11%

7% - 9%

LESS THAN 7%

�

WREXHAM
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REDUCING 
CARBON 
Strategically the carbon reduction agenda is important for Wrexham. Our SUMP 
fully recognises the role of changes in travel behaviour, and day to day use of 
the transport network, in driving down carbon and other emissions. Fully aligned 
with the Wellbeing goals of resilience, health and global responsibility we have 
developed a method of assessing future changes in vehicle emissions over the 
next 20 years.

The way it works is relatively simple. We take account of key factors (traffic flow, 
origin/destination data, speed and average distances travelled) to calculate the 
current levels of pollutant and then apply percentage reductions in traffic levels 
to realise a net saving. It is important to note that maintenance or reduction of 
current carbon levels can only occur if there is a change in the way people make 
their journeys. 

This means altering the behaviour of ‘background’ traffic as well as new trips 
arising from developments like the prison and new housing areas. By adopting 
the Wrexham Travel Decision Tree approach we will try to maximise the level 
of emissions savings because we are focused on rerouting, journey timing, 
homeworking and other travel choices as well as modal shift. We know that by 
reducing the volumes of peak hours traffic using the main Wrexham corridors 
will, per kilometre, yield higher levels of carbon savings, and also contribute 
significantly to enhancement of the town centre’s environment and air quality.

TARGETS & GOALS
We have developed a sustainable transport action plan which will develop a 
comprehensive list of measures for the next four years. The following targets give 
a snapshot of the five areas within the action plan, with a selected action under 
each.

Target Link to well-being goal

Strategic thinking and management
Evaluate how the SUMP supports the North Wales 
growth area.

Planning and policies
Percentage of developments in the town centre 
masterplan area that are considered sustainable. 
Target is 95%. 
Increase in footfall in the town centre.

Active travel
Manage increase in car traffic in Wrexham (by vehicle 
counts). 
Increase the level of active travel through walking and 
cycling. 

Public transport
Increased share of travel to work and to the town 
centre by sustainable modes (measured by surveys)

Behaviour change
Improved public transport information
A carbon reduction target that will freeze C02 levels 
as they are today

A prosperous Wales

A resilient Wales

A globally responsible Wales
A healthier and more equal Wales, 
and a Wales of vibrant culture.

A resilient Wales

A Wales of cohesive communities
A globally responsible Wales
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MEASURES
Our urban mobility plan incorporates a family of measures, from the four main 
areas of activity, which are:

•	 Planning and Policies
•	 Active Travel
•	 Public transport
•	 Behaviour change

These measures will be refined and developed as the plan is implemented. A 
detailed list of measures is set out in an accompanying Action Plan document 
which can be downloaded from the Council website. The list has been prioritised 
in terms of potential, financial requirements and importance.
  
In many cases, Wrexham Council is already working towards these measures, but 
the mobility plan will give added weight to the measures, making them more likely 
to reach fruition. 

 Table 1: Summary of Measures

Area of 
Activity

Potential Measures

Planning
and Policies

Land use policies which promote sustainable land use and promote choice of travel

Transport implications considered when new developments are proposed

Use of developer contributions  for sustainable transport improvements

Workplace parking management and residential parking review

Development of logistics strategy for town centre and Industrial Estate deliveries

Creation of one or more ‘Eco Village’ areas in Wrexham town, where sustainable travel is the norm 
and is promoted

Possible Business Improvement Districts to fund sustainable travel improvements (on the Wrexham 
Industrial Estate)

Supplementary planning guidance covering travel choice, access and parking aspects of 
development schemes, linked to the Local Development Plan 

Active Travel Improved walking infrastructure, including new and improved routes, lighting and signage

Improved cycling infrastructure, including new cycle routes and improvements to existing routes

Active travel infrastructure to be considered as important as highways in WCBC plans for transport 
infrastructure

Secure cycle parking in public areas 

Public
Transport

Collaboration with existing bus and community transport operators to achieve  better coordinated 
timings and joint forward planning to maximise benefits to the end customer 

Implementation of integrated bus ticketing scheme

Influence the rail franchise process and Welsh/UK government specifications to obtain increased 
frequency and capacity on rail services

Bus station and bus stop improvements 

Development of Wrexham General station transport hub

Behaviour 
Change

Travel advice support to job seekers and those wanting access to training and development.

Embed travel/transport advice for SMEs and larger businesses into existing business growth 
services.

Improved public transport information

Maps of walking and cycle routes in the town centre and the Wrexham town area

Workplace travel planning

Travel plans for schools

Rail station travel plans

Promotional activities for specific modes (walk, cycle and bus notably) and general promotional 
activities at all times for travel plan themes

Introduction of car club for residents
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DELIVERING 
SUCCESS
Right at the start of the mobility plan we explained that the real test of whether 
the SUMP was successful is that it would make a positive difference to the lives 
of people that live, work and play in Wrexham. This would not just be through the 
travel experiences, but because Wrexham would be a better place because of the 
approach we have taken.

So if we asked different users of the transport system what success would look 
like, here are some of the views we would expect to hear.

Objective 1: Safer Places 

Business Commuter Resident Visitor 
My staff can easily get to 
and from work feeling safe. 

My staff can go out on 
business feeling safe.

I can receive my urgent 
deliveries safely and 
securely.

I’m able to walk to work for 
some or all of the journey 
feeling safe.

I’ve swapped over to using 
the train, because my ‘last 
mile; to the office is well lit 
and easy to use. 

I can catch public 
transport without feeling 
uncomfortable or unsafe. 

I feel safe riding my bike 
to work so I’ll try it twice a 
week from now on. 

I feel safe letting my 
children walk or cycle to 
school so I don’t need to 
drive them. 

I now let my kids walk to 
the local park.

I feel safe using the 
footpath network – there 
are some really interesting 
heritage sites  to visit that 
you miss when you are in 
the car.

I don’t need to take a taxi 
any more from the station 
as the routes are clean, 
easy to use and well lit.

Objective 2: Sustainable Places 

Business Commuter Resident Visitor 
I can achieve my Corporate 
Social Responsibility 
targets by helping my 
employees to travel 
sustainably. 

I can attract new staff to 
my business because the 
transport links are so good 
– they don’t need to be 
able to drive or own a car 
to work here. 

The carbon footprint of 
my organisation has gone 
down. 

The traffic lights are now 
much more in sync so my 
deliveries get here on time.

As a family we don’t need 
a second car and more 
– so we’ve saved a lot of 
money.

I enjoy my commute by 
bike – I can see so much 
more and the places I 
travel through are always 
interesting. 

I don’t want to work 
anywhere else –working 
in Wrexham is ideal for my 
life/work balance. 

Traffic levels have gone 
down in my local area 
so the streets are places 
where I now stop and chat 
to my neighbours.

I can travel sustainably 
without being late.

Traffic speeds seem much 
better on the main roads 
near my house.

My kid’s school have done 
a really smart School Travel 
Plan – everyone is joining 
in.

I won’t need to drive again 
to go on a day trip to 
Wrexham, the rail, bus and 
walk package is great.

The road signs to all the 
tourist destinations  make it 
really easy to get about.

I arrived at the Bus Station 
and was able to hop on 
a Shopmobility scooter 
to visit all the places I’d 
planned to go – and the 
town map was so easy to 
use. 

Objective 3: Healthy Places  

Business Commuter Resident Visitor 
My employees are less 
stressed because their 
journeys have become 
easier.

My employees seem to 
be happier and more 
productive since we 
started our Bike to Work 
club and the bus shuttle 
from the station started to 
run. 

I can go out for a walk on 
my lunch break and sit 
quietly.

I’ve been given the choice 
to join our workplace 
running or cycling clubs to 
make new friends. 

I’m now walking or cycling 
to work every day and 
feeling really good.

I’m able to spend time 
in my local park with my 
children – and we now 
walk there.

It’s now easier for me to 
build physical activity into 
my daily life. 

There used to be 
traffic fumes in my 
neighbourhood, but now I 
enjoy walking to the shops.

I come to Wrexham 
because it’s so easy to get 
around on foot.

We choose Wrexham as a 
place to start our waking 
holiday because the 
information was so helpful. 

I’ve discovered lot of 
walking routes I never 
know existed so I try and 
make use of them at last 
once a week. 
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Objective 4: Affordable Places 
  
Business Commuter Resident Visitor 
I’ve been able to cut down 
transport overheads and 
cots through our company 
travel plan.

My employees have now 
got travel discounts on the 
rail network through our 
sustainable travel policy.

My company is helping 
staff with their travel 
choices when they move 
house or relocate. 

As an SME my business 
can compete better 
because my transport 
costs have gone down.
 

I’ve been able to save 
money on my commute 
through smarter ticketing 
that suits my lifestyle.

I’m able to use the same 
card to pay for parking, bus 
travel, and for bike hire – 
it’s so easy.

I’ve been able to cut my 
travel costs in half because 
I have the right information 
for the right ticket!

I’ve been able to get rid of 
our second car, which has 
helped us move into our 
dream home.

When I moved into my new 
home, I had free travel 
advice and support which 
made me rethink how we 
get about  as a family.

I can visit Wrexham for a 
day trip on the train and 
get tickets for the local 
tourist attractions – I saved 
a lot of money.

I love visiting small, 
independent shops on 
my day out – so I was 
delighted when I was given 
a set of Wrexham vouchers 
when I got off the bus. 

Objective 5: Well Connected Places   
  
Business Commuter Resident Visitor 
My company is firmly 
located here in Wrexham 
and will be building on its 
success here.

The transport links to North 
Wales, Manchester and 
Liverpool make it easy for 
us to do business. 

Strategically, my employer  
decided Wrexham was the 
place to come to.
 

My journey to and from 
work will be quicker and 
more reliable, which means 
I can spend more time with 
my friends and family.

As commuters, we’ll all 
have real choices about 
how we travel – so growth 
can still happen without 
causing travel problems 
for me.

Not owning a car is no 
longer a restriction to 
enjoying living in Wrexham.

Transport and ticketing is 
integrated so my journeys 
are so much easier.

I can easily get to 
appointments. 

I’ll be able to take a job at 
Wrexham Industrial Estate 
or at the new prison.

I can find out about travel 
in Wrexham easily  - before  
even travelling.

I can plan my day visit or 
break with no hassle – 
especially with advice and 
help at the interchange. 

I can get around all the 
places I want to see in one 
day!

I will use Wrexham as 
a base for my cycling 
holiday.
 

NEXT STEPS
Since 2014 a cross-Council project team has been developing ideas and aligning 
their projects to follow the European ‘SUMP’ model. The Wrexham Connected 
plan is a collaborative effort between a number of different areas, notably 
Planning, Economic Development and Transport.  Making the SUMP approach 
mainstream across the wider Council and then across other key public, private 
and voluntary sector partners will be a key focus for us, driven by the Future 
Generations Act but also by the commitments already put in place through the 
Council Plan.

We are already moving beyond the internal Council development stage, and 
involving other stakeholders in the development and implementation of the 
mobility plan. We have been working with larger employers in and near the town 
centre, notably Glyndŵr University, Coleg Cambria and Betsi Cadwaladr health 
board.  

These key partners have already developed travel planning options and we are 
working with them to develop, advance and implement our SUMP.  In addition 
we will work with transport operators, user groups and organisations that support 
sustainable transport to refine and implement our plan. 

For more information, contact sustainability@wrexham.gov.uk

SHEEP PIC
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WREXHAM TRAVEL 
DECISION TREE
Do you need to make the journey at all? Can you do your journey 
in an easier way, by taking a different route, travelling at a different 
time or choosing a different means to get there? 

If you do decide to change what you normally do, pick which 
is the best for your specific journey each time.

Walk

Cycle

Bus

Train

Hire
Vehicle

My Car

Walking
Walking is often faster than driving and you don’t need to 
worry about finding a parking space or paying for parking

Cycling
Using a bike for travel is another great idea – and will help to 
keep you fit and active.

Bus
Wrexham has a great bus network. Most parts of Wrexham are 
served by a regular bus service, with timetables available on 
the Council’s website, or at the Tourist Information Centre.

Train
The train is an easy and comfortable way to travel, so for 
longer journeys to places like Cardiff, Manchester and London, 
why not let the train take the strain. Book your tickets in 
advance to save money

Hire Vehicle
If your journey has to be made by car then why not look at 
hiring a car or van just when you need one  – the benefits of 
having a car, without any nasty bills.

My car
Thanks for considering all the other ways to get around. If your 
own car is the only way you can make your journey this time 
then make sure you drive safely and efficiently.


